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State agency, or from the FNS Re-
gional Office serving the appropriate 
State as listed below: 

(1) Connecticut, Maine, Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
Vermont:

U.S. Department of Agriculture, FNS, New 
England Region, 33 North Avenue, Bur-
lington, Massachusetts 01803.

(2) Delaware, District of Columbia, 
Maryland, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, Virginia, 
Virgin Islands, West Virginia:

U.S. Department of Agriculture, FNS, Mid-
Atlantic Region, One Vahlsing Center, 
Robbinsville, New Jersey 08691.

(3) Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Ken-
tucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Tennessee:

U.S. Department of Agriculture, FNS, 
Southeast Region, 1100 Spring Street, NW, 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309.

(4) Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Ohio, Wisconsin:

U.S. Department of Agriculture, FNS, Mid-
west Region, 536 South Clark Street, Chi-
cago, Illinois 60605.

(5) Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Texas:

U.S. Department of Agriculture, FNS, 
Southwest Region, 1100 Commerce Street, 
Room 5–C–30, Dallas, Texas 75242.

(6) Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, 
Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Utah, Wyoming:

U.S. Department of Agriculture, FNS, Moun-
tain Plains Region, 2420 West 26th Avenue, 
Room 430–D, Denver, Colorado 80211.

(7) Alaska, American Samoa, Ari-
zona, California, Guam, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Nevada, Oregon, Trust Territory of the 
Pacific Islands, Washington:

U.S. Department of Agriculture, FNS, West-
ern Region, 550 Kearney Street, Room 400, 
San Francisco, California 94108.
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Subpart A—General
§ 248.1 General purpose and scope. 

This part announces regulations 
under which the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall carry out the WIC Farm-
ers’ Market Nutrition Program. The 
dual purposes of the FMNP are: 

(a) To provide resources in the form 
of fresh, nutritious, unprepared foods 
(fruits and vegetables) from farmers’ 
markets to women, infants, and chil-
dren who are nutritionally at risk and 
who are participating in the Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants and Children (WIC) or 
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are on the waiting list for the WIC Pro-
gram; and 

(b) To expand the awareness, use of 
and sales at farmers’ markets. 

This will be accomplished through 
payment of cash grants to approved 
State agencies which administer the 
FMNP and deliver benefits at no cost 
to eligible persons. The FMNP shall be 
supplementary to the food stamp pro-
gram carried out under the Food 
Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.) 
and to any other Federal or State pro-
gram under which foods are distributed 
to needy families in lieu of food 
stamps.

§ 248.2 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this part and all 

contracts, guidelines, instructions, 
forms and other documents related 
hereto, the term: 

Administrative costs means those di-
rect and indirect costs, exclusive of 
food costs, as defined in § 248.12(b), 
which State agencies determine to be 
necessary to support FMNP operations. 
Administrative costs include, but are 
not limited to, the costs of administra-
tion, start-up, training, monitoring, 
auditing, the development of and ac-
countability for coupon and market 
management, nutrition education, out-
reach, eligibility determination, and 
developing, printing, and distributing 
coupons. 

Compliance buy means a covert, on-
site investigation in which a FMNP 
representative poses as a FMNP partic-
ipant and transacts one or more FMNP 
food coupons. 

Coupon means a coupon, voucher, or 
other negotiable financial instrument 
by which benefits under the FMNP are 
transferred to recipients. 

Days means calendar days. 
Demonstration project means the 

Farmers’ Market Coupon Demonstra-
tion Project authorized by section 
17(m) of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 
(CNA), (42 U.S.C. 1786(m)), as amended 
by section 501 of the Hunger Preven-
tion Act of 1988 (Pub. L. 100–435), en-
acted September 19, 1988. Public Law 
102–314 authorized the Secretary to 
competitively award, subject to the 
availability of funds, a 3-year grant 
(which was subsequently extended for 
an additional year by Public Law 102–

142) to up to 10 States that submitted 
applications that were approved for the 
establishment of demonstration 
projects designed to provide WIC par-
ticipants with coupons that could be 
exchanged for fresh, nutritious, unpre-
pared foods at farmers’ markets. Those 
States are: Connecticut, Iowa, Mary-
land, Massachusetts, Michigan, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Texas, Vermont, 
and Washington. 

Department means the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

Eligible foods means fresh, nutritious, 
unprepared, locally grown fruits, vege-
tables and herbs for human consump-
tion. Eligible foods may not be proc-
essed or prepared beyond their natural 
state except for usual harvesting and 
cleaning processes. Honey, maple 
syrup, cider, nuts, seeds, eggs, meat, 
cheese and seafood are examples of 
foods not eligible for purposes of the 
FMNP. State agencies shall consider 
locally grown to mean produce grown 
only within State borders but may also 
define it to include areas in neigh-
boring States adjacent to its borders. 
Under no circumstances can produce 
grown outside of the United States and 
its territories be considered eligible 
foods. 

Farmer means an individual author-
ized to sell produce at participating 
farmers’ markets. Individuals who ex-
clusively sell produce grown by some-
one else, such as wholesale distribu-
tors, cannot be authorized to partici-
pate in the FMNP. For purposes of this 
part, the term ‘‘farmer’’ shall mean 
‘‘producer’’ as that term is used in sec-
tion 17(m)(6)(D) of the CNA (42 U.S.C. 
1786(m)(6)(D)). A participating State 
agency has the option to authorize in-
dividual farmers or farmers’ markets. 

Farmers’ market means an association 
of local farmers who assemble at a de-
fined location for the purpose of selling 
their produce directly to consumers. In 
cases where recipient access to farm-
ers’ markets is an issue, with prior 
FNS approval this definition may be 
expanded at the State agency’s option 
to include farmstands at which author-
ized farmers sell their produce. 

Farmstand means a location at which 
a single, individual farmer sells his/her 
produce directly to consumers. This is 
in contrast to a group or association of 
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